	Minutes of Sandwick Parent Council, held on Thursday 13th November 2008 in the Sandwick JH School at 7.30pm.


	 Present:
Karen Osborn (Chair)



Anne Watt 



Sandra Napier



Maria Millar



Mairi Jamieson



Dave Donaldson



Gillian McElvogue 



Ewan McLeman



Helen Tait 



Denise Bell



Sherri Malcolmson (clerk)

Apologies:
Jill Beswick, Sharon Rankin, Rick Nickerson 

Karen welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that at a previous meeting it had been decided that Sharon and Karen would jointly take over the chair person’s role.  She wished to thank Anne for all her hard work, noting that there had been a lot to do in the first year of the Parent Councils.





	Notice of the Meeting:  The notice of the meeting was held as read.

Minutes:  Minutes of the meeting held on 18th September 2008, having been circulated, were approved by Anne, seconded by Mairi.

Matters Arising  

Sherri wrote to Helen Budge asking for clarification that Junior High Schools will be taken into the Curriculum for Excellence into Secondary 4.  No reply has been received yet.

Helen and Mairi provided local information to be included in the new advertisement for the Head Teacher post.

Blue Print for Education

A consultation meeting was held on Monday and another is to be held on Wednesday 3rd December for those who had been unable to attend the first one.  

Anne noted that the consensus at her table had been that the questions weren’t conducive to consultation – they were basically yes or no questions.  

Helen suggested that there should have been more information provided for each question.

Anne also pointed out that the meeting had clashed with the parents evening.  

There was some discussion and concern expressed about an educational person expressing their personal, quite strong opinions at various meeting and the public getting the impression that their views are actually facts.  

Gillian commented that she would encourage people to read the Building The Curriculum 3 document which is on the Curriculum for Excellence website. The document clearly shows that there will be no need for Sandwick to stop at S3.  Ewan agreed and said this is broadly what we are doing already with a junior phase and senior phase.

Karen told everyone that she is reassuring parents that Sandwick J H School are confident that they will be able to implement the changes to the Curriculum and new National Qualifications

Karen suggested that everyone continues to reinforce this message and felt the Parent Council should write to Helen Budge to express their concerns about this person’s opinions and ask for reassurance/clarification.  She also suggested that everyone fills in the Blue Print questionnaires and attends the next meeting.

Gillian asked if the Parent Council could put something out with information to parents to give them a better understanding of this if they feel there is a lot of fear and unrest spreading.  

Helen felt it may be better coming from the School.  Sandra then suggested that Helen Budge may be the best person to do this.  

It was decided after some discussion that the Parent Council would write to Helen Budge as decided earlier in the meeting and wait to see what her response is.

Fundraising
Bag packing will take place on Saturday 15th November.  The list of volunteers will be used to see if anyone is willing to come along and help.

Sharon had suggested having a fair trade sale in the School and the pupils would get to look around the Co-op at the fair trade items.

Mairi told everyone about a link site, where parents could go through for internet shopping and the Parent Council would accumulate money through this usage.  She will look into this further and report back.

Gillian asked if the Parent Council were willing to fund the Primary Christmas party again this year.  All agreed, and Mairi said there was funding set aside for this.  Gillian is to pass on the costs to Mairi to provide payment.

Denise and Anne suggested that an equal amount of money goes to the secondary pupils for juice etc for their Christmas party. Gillian confirmed that this had been the case last year

Gillian requested support form the parent council in running a Sunday Teas to raise funds for the school. Members said that they had tried this before and very little money had been raised.   Ann commented that parents were too busy at the weekends.

Karen asked members to think about more fundraising ideas for next meeting.

Appointment of Head Teacher

Interviews will take place on Monday 24th November.

Newsletter

This will be issued in the new year.  Anne suggested contacting Radio Shetland for the Speak Easy section.

A.O.C.B.

Minutes – Ewan told of how the Pupil Council minutes will be published on the School website and Gillian added that all the School letters are on now as well.  It was decided that the Parent Council would have their own website but with a link from the School which minutes would be published on.  Karen stated that the websites could be in the newsletter so parents are aware of them. Gillian pointed out that the school website address is already on all school information. 

Class Photos – It was agreed that after the difficulty of organising the previous class/family photos, they will be for school pupils only.   The school will put out a letter nearer the time to inform parents of details.

Teas/coffees at Parents Evenings – After some discussion it was decided that the Parent Council would continue to provide and serve teas and coffees for the parents evenings.  Gillian will email Karen the dates and a rota will be drawn up well in advance.  It is then up to the person on the rota to find a replacement if they are unable to attend.

Parent Council Photo Board – The idea of having a photo board with all the parent council members photos and names on was suggested.

Class Sizes – Some discussion about class sizes ensued.  Gillian stressed that meetings between parents and the School are confidential and she asked that if parents have an issue, The Parent Council inform them to contact the school direct.

There was further discussion about the increase in population in the south mainland and how this would affect the School.  Gillian confirmed that there has been discussions with the Local Authority about this and plans in place should this happen and class sizes grow to maximum.  

Denise asked if there was anything the Parent Council could be doing to help the School.

Gillian suggested that the Parent Council could write to the Schools Service and ask what the plans are with the continued influx.  

Probationer Teachers – Anne commented that composite classes should not be in the care of a probation teacher because they are absent from the class for periods.  They should just be used for single stream classes.

Gillian stated that this could be seen as discriminatory and added that the staff covering the probation teacher absences are fully qualified.  This could also happen with illnesses of regular teachers and with jobshares.  She told everyone that come the summer term probation teachers usually wish to have their class full time.

Date of Next Meetings

The next Parent Council meetings will take place on:

Thursday 19th February 2009

Thursday 21st May 2009

All meetings will begin at 7.30pm in the Sandwick J H School.  The Parent Council meetings are open to the public and everyone is welcome to attend.
	ACTION

All parent council members and Karen

Mairi

Gillian/Mairi

Gillian
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