Sandwick Junior high school

Secondary Pupil council

  Meetings held over:

Monday 14th September 2009

Thursday 17th September 2009 and

Monday 21st September 2009

Present: Rachel Adamson, Elliot Brooke-Freeman, Clare Farmer, Sinead Lucock, David Malcolmson, William McGahey,  Mr McLeman, Martha Thomson.

Apologies from Joe Christie, who could not attend all meetings.
School notice boards 

It has been suggested that there should be school notice boards in each of the areas so it easier for people to read school information. There is board outside the music room but people complain about not being able to read it. It as also been brought up that the pupil council minuets should be pinned up to show class mates what we are doing.

Water fountain

The water fountain situation is an ongoing matter that is still going ahead but nothing is being done about it. It has been suggested again about the space outside music as it is good positioning and easy to install. We feel we need to press the matter further so we wrote a letter to the Health and safety officer for Shetland, Fiona Johnson to arrange a meeting to discuss the problem. Mr Mcleman said it looked like the difficulty would be solved if we contacted her. Everyone on the council agrees we do need a new water fountain even if the fountain in canteen is fixed. It is definitely an important issue and proper action should take place. 

Another dilemma regarding the water fountain is the price we feel it is important to have a chilled water fountain and they cost up to £600. The school does not have this money to spend so it was suggested we organise some fundraising activities. After discussing whether to plan sponsored walks or a car wash Clare suggested an 80’s Disco on Friday 9th. There will be a primary disco from 9.00-10.20, we will be selling cakes at break time, and there will be a secondary disco and karaoke from 10.44-12.44. The disco will cost £1 per person, 20p for juice and 30p for karaoke Sinead will talk to Geordie and the canteen ladies about providing juice.

Update
The outcome was successful raising £270 meaning we are almost half way towards buying a water fountain.

Class areas

The pupil council has been discussing this matter since the previous council still nothing has been done as there is disagreement about which solution will have the best result. We had a vote and the majority of the council didn’t want a change. The topic has not been discussed since. Joe has given up all hope of this matter ever being resolved.
Update
Martha spoke to Mr Morton about using the PSHE room for a break time area. He started a trial run until Friday last week. It seems to be going well. 
Vegetarian meals    

There have been several complaints about the vegetarian options at school. Elliot volunteered to speak to the canteen. They said they always had baked tatties, the soup is always made with vegetarian stock, some days they have a vegetarian option and there is always sandwiches. There have been no further complaints.
Bess Blocking
William brought up that Bess has been blocking some important internet sites. Some harmless sites such as Google images have been blocked. Unblocking these sites involve talking to the IT Department and asking their permission to unblock them. There was an idea about the school buying their own internet. It could be costly and the school would then have to block the inappropriate sites themselves this could almost be impossible. We will discuss further but so far nothing has been done. Joe says this issue is getting a bit ridiculous. Mr McLeman will arrange a meeting with Grant Wiseman for the pupil council to discuss this issue.  
Youth Voice General Meeting

Martha, Joe, Elliot, Sinead and Rachel attended the Youth Voice General Meeting on bereavement and loss. It wasn’t the best meeting because we struggled to relate to the topic. According to Jenna, the Bernardo’s launch was meant to be 1 hour 30 minutes longer than it lasted so they had a lack of content. Although It was a good experience.

Minutes written by Martha Thomson. 
Agreed by the council on 9th of November.

